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Abstract

Since the introduction of the points system, responsibility for economic immigrant selection has primarily rested with the federal
(and later, Quebec) governments. However, recent policy changes have given a variety of actors a greater role in economic
immigrant selection. These changes prompt larger policy questions, which will be explored from a variety of viewpoints.

Summary

Selection plays a key role in ensuring that the economic objectives of Canada’s immigration program are met. Since the
introduction of the points system, responsibility for economic immigrant selection has primarily rested with the federal (and later,
Quebec) governments. However, policy changes such as lifting the cap on provincial nominees, increasing admissions of
temporary foreign workers, the introduction of the Canadian Experience Class, and the introduction of Ministerial Instructions for
federal skilled workers have given a variety of actors a greater role in economic immigrant selection. In particular, employers,
educational institutions, and provincial and territorial governments (in addition to Quebec) are playing a direct role in immigrant
selection. These changes prompt larger policy questions, such as: which selection system leads to the best economic and social
outcomes for immigrants and communities, how risk and responsibility for long-term integration is allocated under the different
selection programs, and whether there is a “public good” role for the federal government in economic immigrant selection. This
workshop will explore these questions from a variety of viewpoints.



