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Discussant

This workshop explores local, national, and transnational experiences of diverse immigrants. Multi-faceted choices, calculations,
and commitments by immigrants and employers are considered in the light of immigration pathways and policies that are at the
same time expanding (in terms of new programmes) and yet narrowing (with respect to economic rationales).

Summary

Intensified competition for highly skilled and economically productive

immigrants is prioritized in immigration policies at the federal and provincial levels. Yet new research, for example, with
employers, provincial nominees and temporary foreign workers, confirms immigrant decisions about staying, leaving, and living
transnational lives, are not strictly based on economic calculations. This is significant for understanding not only social and civic
integration successes and failures but also meaningful citizenship practices.
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Participants in this workshop are familiar with the local, national, and transnational experiences of immigrants from various parts of
the world. Their presentations will thus reflect a diverse and complex series of choices, calculations, and commitments to be
considered in the light of immigration pathways that are at the same time diversifying (in terms of new programme’s and policies)
and yet narrowing (with respect to economic rationales).

More specifically, this workshop explores dynamics surrounding immigrant ‘choices, calculations and commitments' relative to
considerations of family, gender, culture, and broader social and economic issues. These issues will be compared and contrasted
with employers' needs and with policy ‘choices' and political ‘commitments’. Ultimately, the workshop addresses the need to
balance economic, political, and social factors in new immigration strategies.



