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Abstract 
This workshop examines the issues of social and economic integration based on the research experiences in Canada and China, 
and compares the social and contextual factors that affect integration of migrants.  The workshop also  provides the opportunity 
for assessing the policy efficacy in both countries in dealing with the problems of integration as faced by migrants and the 
receiving society. 
 
 
Summary 
Economic globalization has resulted in larger volumes of people moving across nation states and within the same country.  The 
world migrant population, that is including only those who reside in a country other than their country of birth, has reached 200 
million people or roughly 3 per cent of the world population.  However, if the number of people uprooted and moved within the 
same country is taken account, the magnitude of migration-related human issues multiples.  Migrant receiving cities enjoy the 
benefits of labour and human capital brought by migrants, but at the same time, encounter problems in integrating migrants.  
Migrants are faced with many issues of integration, including finding a job, earning a fair wage, being accepted by urban residents, 



Zong_Li_Oct29_355 

adjusting to a new social environment, educating their children, and settling the family.  The purpose of this workshop is to bring 
together researchers who have been studying issues of integration of migrants in China and in Canada with the view to compare 
the type of integration issues and obstacles faced by migrants, the institutional barriers that prevent the full integration of migrants, 
and the challenges for policy makers.  Comparing experiences in both countries helps to better understand similar and different 
issues faced by migrants in different social contexts.  The comparison also provides a basis for assessing the efficacy of policy 
responses in dealing with issues of integrating migrants. 


