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Abstract

Asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants are actors in the success of their integration processes. Becoming part of a polity,
gaining access to rights and privileges, is a long term process that involves all stakeholders. Addressed are issues related to
citizenship, social capital and identity and barriers that can be addressed by policy.

Summary

The presence of people living with a precarious status, such as asylum seekers, temporary workers and other categories of
migrants, on foreign soil has confronted nation states to new challenges with regard to long term inclusionary processes and
citizenship rights. Inclusionary processes have focused mostly on government policies and civil society organizations and groups’
role in these process. Individuals targeted by these policies have not yet had much opportunity to express their views on these
processes, their needs and the strategies they put in place to ensure their long term social, political, economic and cultural
participation in the host polity.

In recent years there has been a growing interest in the experience of asylum seekers and refugees as they move through
integration processes towards long term incorporation. Within a context where immigration has become one of the key sources for
population and labour force growth in Canada and many other Western countries, all stakeholders (policy makers, practionners,
community organisations, service providers) are questioning processes of immigrant integration, how to make multiculturalism
work, what policies are best to help newcomers integrate not only economically but also in becoming full participating members of
the polity. In this workshop we explore some of the structural problems asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants are confronted
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to as they move through the integration process. Based on their research with asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants,
presenters will address issues related to inclusion/exclusion, identity, citizenship rights and democratic processes.



